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بسم اهلل الرحمن الرحيم

THE FORBIDDENCE OF ADHERING BLINDLY TO THE SAYING OF A
SCHOLAR IN OPPOSITION TO AN AUTHENTIC TEXT, AND THE
SEVERE REBUKE DUE UPON ONE WHO IS GUILTY OF THIS (Part II)
*Shaykh `Abdur-Rahmaan ibn Hasan ibn Muhammad ibn `Abdil-Wahhaab – rahimahullaah – said in
„Fathul-Majeed‟ (2/532), in explanation of the saying of Imaam Ahmad:
“I am amazed at a people who are aware of the chain of narration and its authenticity, and yet they hold
on to the opinion of Sufyaan, whereas Allaah – the Most High – says:

[Sooratun-Noor (24):63]
[[Meaning: So let those who oppose the Messenger‟s command beware, lest a fitnah (affliction) befalls
him, or a painful torment be inflicted upon him.]]
Do you know what the affliction is? The affliction is Shirk. Perhaps if he rejects something from his
saying, some deviation will fall into his heart and he is destroyed.”

“So the saying of Imaam Ahmad – rahimahullaah – “I am amazed at a people who are aware of the
chain of narration and its authenticity…” is a criticism from him of that; and shows that it leads to
deviation of the hearts, which causes a person to become a Disbeliever.
So this evil has become extremely widespread, particularly amongst those who claim attachment to
knowledge. They do whatever they can to prevent people from acting upon the Book and the Sunnah;
and they block people from following the Messenger , and from honouring and respecting his
commands and prohibitions. So from that is their saying: „No one except a „mujtahid‟ can use the Book
and the Sunnah as proof, and „ijtihaad‟ has ended‟, and the saying: „This person who I am blindly
following knows better than you do about hadeeth, and about the abrogating and abrogated narrations‟,
and the like of these sayings, whose goal is just the abandonment of following of the Messenger : he
who does not speak from his own desires, in favour of dependence upon sayings of those who can err,
and who is contradicted by other imaams and whose saying can be nullified by a textual proof. So there
is not an imaam except that he only possessed a portion of knowledge; he did not possess all of it.
So what is obligatory upon every legally responsible person, when a proof from the Book of Allaah or
the Sunnah of His Messenger reaches him, and he understands its meaning, is that he accepts it and acts
upon it, no matter who contradicts it.
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It is just as He – the Most High – said:

[Sooratul-A`raaf (7):3]
[[Meaning: Follow what has been sent down to you from your Lord; and do not take others besides Him:
obeying them in disobedience to Him. Little do you remember!]]
And He – the Most High – said:

[Sooratul-`Ankaboot (29):51]
[[Meaning: Is it not sufficient for them that We sent down to you this Book which is recited to them?! In
it there is mercy and a reminder for those who believe in it.]]
A statement of the consensus (ijmaa`) upon that has already preceded1, and an explanation that the
blind-follower (muqallid) is not from the people of knowledge; and Aboo `Umar ibn `Abdil-Barr and
others also report ijmaa` (consensus) upon that.
I say: And no one disagrees with this except for the ignorant ones from the blind-followers, because of
their ignorance of the Book and the Sunnah, and because of their turning away from these two. So those
people, even if they think that they are following the imaams, then in reality they have only contradicted
them and followed other than their way. So we have already quoted the saying of Maalik, ash-Shaafi`ee,
and Ahmad. However in the speech of Ahmad – rahimahullaah – there is an indication that „taqleed‟
(blind-following) before the proof reaches is not blameworthy; rather it is only criticised for one whom
the proof has reached, and he opposes it in favour of the saying of one of the imaams.
So this only comes about as a result of their turning away from seeking to understand the Book of
Allaah and the Sunnah of His Messenger; and turning instead to the books of the later people, and
sufficing with them to the exclusion of the two parts of Revelation. So this resembles what occurred
with the People of the Book: those about whom Allaah said:

[Sooratut-Tawbah (9):31]
[[Meaning: They took their scholars and monks as lords besides Allaah]], an explanation of which will
follow in the hadeeth of `Adiyy ibn Haatim.
So what is binding upon the one who is sincere is that when he reads the books of the scholars, and
examines them, and becomes aware of their sayings, that he submits them to what is found in the Book,
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and the Sunnah; for every mujtahid from the scholars, and those who follow him and ascribe themselves
to his madhhab, must mention his evidence; and the truth in any matter is one; and the imaams are
rewarded for their ijtihaad.
Therefore the justly balanced person makes examination of their speech, and consideration of it a path to
acquiring awareness of the different issues, and a means to bring them to mind, and a way to distinguish
what is correct from what is incorrect – by means of the evidences which those who use the evidences
mention; so that in this way he will become aware of which scholar was most fortunate in having the
proof.
So the proofs for this fundamental principle are more than can be enumerated, in the Book of Allaah and
in the Sunnah likewise….
And the imaams – rahimahumullaah – did not fall short in clarifying this matter. Rather they forbade
that they be followed blindly when the Sunnah becomes clear, because they knew that there were
matters of knowledge unknown to them, and that this knowledge could reach others, and this occurs a
great deal; and this will not be hidden from one who examines the sayings of the scholars.
Aboo Haneefah – rahimahullaah – said: “When a hadeeth comes from Allaah‟s Messenger  then it is
upon the head and the eyes; and if something comes from the Companions – radiyallaahu `anhum – then
upon the head and the eyes; and if something comes from the Taabi`een, then we are men and they were
men.”
And he said: “If I say a saying, and the Book of Allaah contradicts it, then abandon my saying in favour
of the Book of Allaah.” It was said: „If the saying of Allaah‟s Messenger  contradicts it?‟ He said:
“Abandon my saying for the narration of the Messenger . It was said: „If the saying of the Companions
contradicts it?‟ He said: “Abandon my saying for the saying of the Companions.”
And ar-Rabee` said: I heard ash-Shaafi`ee – rahimahullaah – say: “If you find in my book something
contrary to the Sunnah of Allaah‟s Messenger , then take hold of the Sunnah of Allaah‟s Messenger 
and leave whatever I said.”
And he said: “When a hadeeth is authentic with something contrary to my saying, then throw my saying
against the wall.”
And Maalik said: “Everyone is such that some of his sayings are taken and some are left, except for
Allaah‟s Messenger .”
And the like of this has already been mentioned from him, so there is no excuse for a blind-follower
(muqallid) after this… .”
***
[Translated by Aboo Talhah Daawood ibn Ronald Burbank -rahimahullaah- ]
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