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ZAKAAT IS TO BE GIVEN ONLY TO THE EIGHT CATEGORIES 

LISTED IN AAYAH 60 OF SOORATUT-TAWBAH 

Shaikh al-Albaanee -rahimahullaah- said, as occurs in „Hayaat al-Albaanee‟ (p.500-

501) of Muhammad Ibraaheem ash-Shaybaanee: 

“...Because I believe that the well-known Aayah which lists the classes to whom 

Zakaat can be given, and it is His Saying -He the Exalted and Most High: 

 
[Sooratut-Tawbah (9):60]  

 [[Meaning: Zakaat is only for the poor and the needy...]],  

up to His Saying -He the Most High: 

 
[[Meaning: and in Allaah's Cause... ]] 

So concerning this sentence, and this class from those eight categories of those who 

receive the Zakaat which are mentioned in the Aayah, then the scholars of the Muslims 

are agreed that what is intended firstly by it is Jihaad in the cause of Allaah -the 

Exalted and Most High, and fighting the Disbelievers; along with the fact that there is 

where he extended the  -imahullaahhra-anbal Hmad ibn hof Imaam Aanother saying 

meaning of this noble Qur·aanic Aayah: 

 
 [[Meaning: and in Allaah's Cause... ]], and entered within it spending wealth upon 

paying for someone who is unable to perform Hajj to Allaah‟s sacred House so that he 

can perform it. So to this limit it is possible to understand this noble Aayah.  

As for some of the later people‟s extending it, so as it to include in the generality of 

His Saying:  every charitable project, then in my view this 

is an extension that is not praiseworthy, because what is apparent from it will nullify 

the aforementioned restriction, and the specified enumeration in the aforementioned 

Aayah. And a sufficient rebuttal of this extension, in addition to what we have already 

mentioned, is that no one from the scholars from the Companions, the Taabi`een, and 

the well-known imaams of tafseer did not extend it in this manner. So this always 

leads us to adhere to the way of the Pious Predecessors, and their methodology in 

understanding the Religion of Allaah: the Book and the Sunnah...” 
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*** 

[Translated by Aboo Talhah Daawood ibn Ronald Burbank -rahimahullaah] 


