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THE ISSUE OF SAYING A „TAKBEER‟ BEFORE AND 

AFTER AN AAYAH OF PROSTRATION 

Shaikh Muhammad Naasiruddeen al-Albaanee -rahimahullaah- said in „Tamaamul-Minnah fit-

Ta`leeq `alaa Fiqhis-Sunnah‟ (pp.267-269): 

“ And regarding the Prostration of Recitation (Sujoodut-Tilaawah): 

His
1
 saying: „From Ibn `Umar, who said: Allaah‟s Messenger  used to recite the Qur·aan to 

us, so when he came to an Aayah of prostration he would say takbeer, and he would 

prostrate, and we would prostrate. Reported by Aboo Daawood, al-Bayhaqee, and al-

Haakim, and he said: „Saheeh to the standard of the two Shaikhs.‟ 

I say: There are two observations to be made about it: 

Firstly: The hadeeth is weak (da`eef), because its chain of narration with Aboo Daawood - and al-

Bayhaqee reports it from him- contains `Abdullaah ibn `Umar al-`Umaree, and he is weak, as al-

Haafiz said in „at-Talkhees‟, and therefore he said in „Bulooghul-Maraam‟: “Its chain contains 

weakness.” And an-Nawawee said in „al-Majmoo`‟: “Its chain of narration is weak.” 

And his  prostrating after many Aayahs, on different occasions, is reported by a group of 

the Companions, but none of them mention his -`alaihis-Salaam- having said a takbeer for 

the prostration. So therefore we incline to the view that this takbeer is not legislated; and this 

is one saying reported from Imaam Aboo Haneefah -rahimahullaah. 

Secondly: The narration of al-Haakim does not contain „he would say takbeer‟, and this is the part 

of the hadeeth that is being used as evidence, and he reported it (the hadeeth) by way of 

`Ubaydullaah ibn `Umar al-`Umaree -whose name is in the diminutive form, and he is reliable 

(thiqah), contrary to the case with his brother `Abdullaah, (whose name is) in the enlarged form
2
- 

for he is weak, as has preceded. And the hadeeth also occurs in the two „Saheehs‟, and elsewhere, 

by way of `Ubaydullaah (in the diminutive form), not the one in the enlarged form; so this is one 

of the evidences of its weakness; and refer to „al-Irwaa·‟ (no.471 & 472). 

And his saying
3
: „And `Abdullaah ibn Mas`ood said: „When you recite an Aayah of 

Prostration, then say takbeer, and prostrate; and when you raise your head, then say 

takbeer‟.‟ 

                                                           
1
 i.e. the saying of as-Sayyid Saabiq -rahimahullaah (d.1420 H), the author of „Fiqhus-

Sunnah‟ (transl.) 

 
2
 „The enlarged form‟ referring to the name `Abdullaah, meaning „The Slave of Allaah‟; 

whereas „the diminutive form‟ refers to the name `Ubaydullaah, meaning „The little Slave of 

Allaah.‟ (transl.) 
3
 i.e. the saying of as-Sayyid Saabiq -rahimahullaah (d.1420 H), the author of „Fiqhus-

Sunnah‟ (transl.) 
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This is what he said, without ascribing it to any source; and I have not found anyone who ascribes 

it to Ibn Mas`ood. Rather al-Bayhaqee (2/325) just attributes it to someone other than him, saying: 

„And it is mentioned from ar-Rabee` ibn Sabeeh: from al-Hasan al-Basree that he said:..., and he 

mentioned it. 

And al-Haafiz said about this ar-Rabee‟: “ Truthful, with a poor memory.” 

And I have found a basis for it from Ibn Mas`ood, as his action. It is reported by Ibn Abee 

Shaybah in „al-Musannaf‟(2/2), by way of `Ataa· ibn as-Saa·ib, who said: “ We used to recite to 

Aboo `Abdir-Rahmaan as-Sulamee whilst we were walking. So if he came to a prostration he 

would say takbeer, make a motion, and give salutation; and he claimed that Ibn Mas`ood used to 

do that.” 

However `Ataa· ibn as-Saa·ib became senile (in old age). 

And it is related from Abul-Ashhab and al-Hasan that they both said: “ If a man recites a 

prostration, then let him say takbeer when he raises his head, and when he prostrates.” 

Its narrators are reliable, however it contains Hushaym: from Mugheerah; and each of them is a 

mudallis
4
. 

And he reported from Aboo Qilaabah
5
 and Ibn Seereen

6
 that they both said: 

“ When a man recites a prostration in other than the Prayer he should say „Allaahu Akbar‟.” 

I say: Its chain of narration is „Saheeh‟; and `Abdur-Razzaaq reported it in his „Musannaf‟ 

(3/349/5930), with another authentic chain from the two of them, with its like. 

Then he, and al-Bayhaqee report the takbeer with the prostration of recitation from Muslim ibn 

Yasaar
7
, and its chain of narration is „Saheeh‟. ”  

*** 

[Translated by Aboo Talhah Daawood ibn Ronald Burbank] 

                                                           
4
 Mudallis:A narrator who narrates something from his shaikh which he did not hear directly 

from him, but rather via someone else from him. He reports it by saying „From so and so (his 

shaikh) ‟, omitting mentioning who he heard it via, giving the impression that he heard it 

directly from his shaikh . (transl.) 

 
5
 He is `Abdullaah ibn Zayd ibn `Amr, al-Jarmee, al-Basree. One of the imaams amongst the 

Taabi`een. He died in 104H, or it is said: 107 H. (transl.) 

 
6
 He is Muhammad ibn Seereen, al-Basree. One of the major imaams amongst the Taabi`een. 

He died in 110 H. (transl.) 
7
 He is Muslim ibn Yasaar al-Basree, the jurist, from the Taabi`een. He died in 100 H. 

(transl.) 


