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REPENTANCE OF KA`B IBN MAALIK-radiyallaahu `anhu 

Reported by al-Bukhaaree (no. 4418) and Muslim (no. 2769), as a hadeeth of Ka`b ibn Maalik -

radiyallaahu `anhu.  

 

al-Bukhaaree reported (no. 4418) from `Abdullaah ibn Ka`b ibn Maalik, who was the guide of Ka`b 

ibn Maalik when he became blind, who said: “I heard Ka`b ibn Maalik narrate about when he did 

not take part in the expedition of Khaybar. So Ka`b said: << I did not remain behind from Allaah‟s 

Messenger  in any military expedition in which he took part, except for the expedition of Tabook; 

and except for the fact that I was not present on the expedition of Badr, but no one was blamed for 

not going along with it, since Allaah‟s Messenger  went out only intending to attack the caravan of 

Quraysh. However, Allaah caused them to meet their enemy without any prior engagement. And I 

witnessed the night of (the Pledge of) al-`Aqabah with Allaah‟s Messenger  when we gave a 

pledge upon Islaam; and I would not like to exchange it for being present at Badr, even though Badr 

is more famous amongst the people than it. 

So my story is that I had never been stronger or wealthier than I was when I remained behind from 

him in that expedition. By Allaah, I had never before possessed two riding camels, but I owned two 

during that expedition. Whenever Allaah‟s Messenger  wanted to go on a military expedition he 

would disguise his intention and make it look as if he intended to attack somewhere else, until that 

expedition which Allaah‟s Messenger  entered upon in severe heat, and he faced a long journey 

across a waterless desert, and the enemy was large in number. So he announced the matter openly to 

the Muslims so that they could equip themselves for the expedition. So he informed them of the 

destination he intended, and the Muslims who were with Allaah‟s Messenger  were so many in 

numbers that they could not be contained in a register. So any man who wanted to absent himself 

thought that he could therefore remain hidden, as long as no Revelation came down from Allaah 

concerning him. Furthermore, Allaah‟s Messenger  went on that expedition at the time when the 

fruits had ripened and there was shade (under the trees). So Allaah‟s Messenger  made 

preparations, and likewise the Muslims along with him. I started to go out to equip myself along 

with them, but I would return not having done anything. So I would say to myself: „I will (still) be 

able to do that.‟ But I kept putting it off until the people were ready, and Allaah‟s Messenger  and 

the Muslims along with him departed in the morning, and I had not made any preparations. So I 

said: „I can get ready a day or two after him, and then catch up with them.‟ So the next morning 

after they had departed I went out to get ready, but I came back having done nothing. Then I would 

go out and come back still having done nothing, and this continued with me until they had hastened 

away, and I had missed the expedition. I still intended to ride and catch up with them, and would 

that I had done it, but that was not decreed for me. Then when I would go out amongst the people, 

after the departure of Allaah‟s Messenger  and walk amongst them, and it would grieve me that I 

would not see anyone except a man who was accused of Hypocrisy, or those whom Allaah excused 

from the weak ones. 

Allaah‟s Messenger  did not remember me until he reached Tabook, and said, whilst he was sitting 

amongst the people at Tabook: << What has happened to Ka`b? >> So a man from Banoo Salimah 
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said: “O Messenger of Allaah! He has been detained by his garments and looking upon his own 

figure.” So Mu`aadh ibn Jabal said: “What a bad thing you have said! By Allaah, O Messenger of 

Allaah, we have not known anything but good about him.” So Allaah‟s Messenger  was silent… 

So when news reached me that he was returning I became worried, and I started thinking of false 

(excuses), and saying: “How can I escape his anger tomorrow?” And I sought the assistance of 

everyone in my family who had sound opinion in that regard. However when it was said: „Allaah‟s 

Messenger  is approaching‟ all falsehood vanished from me, and I knew that I would never be able 

to evade him with falsehood. So I became determined to tell him the truth. Then Allaah‟s Messenger 

 arrived in the morning, and when he arrived from a journey he would begin with the mosque and 

pray two rak`ahs in it; and then he would sit for the people. So when he did that  those who had 

remained behind came to him and started making their excuses to him, and swearing oaths before 

him, and they were eighty and odd men. So Allaah‟s Messenger  accepted what was apparent from 

them, and accepted their pledge, and asked for forgiveness for them; and he entrusted their secrets to 

Allaah. So I went to him and when I greeted him with the Salutation, he smiled with the smile of 

one who is angry. Then he said: << Come! >> So I walked until I sat down in front of him. Then he 

said: << What prevented you from joining us? Had you not purchased a riding-beast? >> So I said: 

“Yes, O Messenger of Allaah! By Allaah, if I sat before anyone else besides you, from the people of 

the world, I think that I would be able to evade his anger by making some excuse or other. By 

Allaah, I am able to speak eloquently; but by Allaah, I know that if I tell you a lie today to cause you 

to be satisfied with me, then Allaah will soon cause you to become angry with me; and if I speak 

truthfully to you then you will be angry with me, but I hope that because of it Allaah may pardon 

me. No, by Allaah, I had no excuse. By Allaah, I have never been stronger or wealthier than when I 

failed to join you. So Allaah‟s Messenger  said: << As for this one then he has spoken the truth. So 

get up until Allaah ordains something concerning you. >> So I got up and left, and some men from 

Banoo Salimah got up, came after me, and said to me: “By Allaah! We do not know you to have 

committed a sin before this, and then on top of that you were unable to offer any excuse to Allaah‟s 

Messenger  as the others who failed to join him have offered. Your sin could have been sufficed 

by Allaah‟s Messenger  seeking forgiveness for you.” So, by Allaah, they kept rebuking me until I 

wanted to go back and say that I had lied. But then I said: „has anyone else besides me experienced 

the same as myself?‟ So they said; „Yes, two men who said the same as you said, and the same thing 

was said to both of them as was said to you.‟ So I said: „Who are they?‟ So they said: „Muraarah ibn 

ar-Rabee` al-`Amree and Hilaal ibn Umayyah al-Waaqifee.‟ So they mentioned to me two righteous 

men who had been present at Badr, and they were an example for me. So when they mentioned 

those two to me I persevered. 

 Allaah‟s Messenger  forbade the Muslims from talking to us, we three out of all those who 

remained behind from him. So the people kept away from us, and their attitude towards us changed 

to such an extent that the land itself seemed strange to me, and it was unrecognisable to me. So we 

remained in that state for fifty nights. 

So as for my two companions then they became subdued and remained sitting in their houses, 

weeping. As for myself, then I was the youngest and strongest of them, so I used to go out and offer 
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the Prayer along with the Muslims; and I would walk through the markets and no one would speak 

to me. I would also go to Allaah‟s Messenger  and greet him with the salutation whilst he was in 

his sitting-place after the Prayer. So I would then say to myself; „Did he move his lips in reply to my 

salutation or not?‟ Then I would pray near to him and would steal a glance towards him. When I was 

occupied in my Prayer, he would turn towards me, but if I turned my face towards him, he would 

turn away from me. 

When the people‟s rebuffing me became prolonged for me, I walked until I climbed into the walled-

garden of Aboo Qataadah, and he was the son of my paternal uncle and the most beloved of the 

people to me, and I greeted him with the Salutation. So, by Allaah, he did not respond to my 

salutation. So I said: “O Aboo Qataadah! I implore you by Allaah! Do you know that I love Allaah 

and His Messenger?” So he was silent. So I repeated it to him, and implored him, but he was silent. 

So I repeated it again and implored him. So he said; “Allaah and His Messenger know best!” So my 

eyes flowed with tears, and I went back and climbed back over the wall... 

Then once, when I was walking in the market of al-Madeenah, I found a Nabatean from the 

Nabatean farmers of Shaam who had come to sell foodstuff in the market of al-Madeenah, and he 

was saying: “Who can lead me to Ka`b ibn Maalik? So the people pointed me out to him, until he 

came to me and gave me a letter from the king of Ghassaan. It said: „To proceed. It has reached me 

that your companion is treating you severely. So Allaah does not force you to stay at a place where 

you are humiliated, or where you are deprived of your rights. So come and join us and we will 

console you.‟ 

So when I read it I said: „This is also a trial.‟ So I took it to the oven and lit it with it. 

Then when forty of the fifty nights had passed a messenger came to me from Allaah‟s Messenger  

saying: “Allaah‟s Messenger  commands that you keep away from your wife.” So I said: “Shall I 

divorce her or what should I do?” He said: “No, just keep away from her and do not approach her.” 

And he sent the same message to my two companions. So I said to my wife: „Go to your family, and 

remain with them until Allaah ordains something in this affair.”  ... So the wife of Hilaal ibn 

Umayyah went to Allaah‟s Messenger  and said: “O Messenger of Allaah! Hilaal ibn Umayyah is 

a helpless old man and has no one to serve him. Do you dislike that I should serve him?” He said: 

<< No, however do not let him approach you. >> She said: “By Allaah, he has no desire for 

anything. By Allaah, he has not ceased weeping from the start of his affair until this day.”  

So therefore, one of my family said to me: “Why do you not seek permission of Allaah‟s Messenger 

 regarding your wife, just as he permitted the wife of Hilaal ibn Umayyah to serve him.” 

So I said: “By Allaah, I will not seek the permission of Allaah‟s Messenger  with regard to her. I 

do not know what Allaah‟s Messenger would say if I sought his permission regarding her, and I am 

a young man.” 

So I remained ten nights after that, until fifty nights had been completed from the time when 

Allaah‟s Messenger  forbade that anyone should speak to us. So then when I had prayed the Fajr 

Prayer on the morning of the fiftieth night, and I was upon the roof of one of our houses; then whilst 
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I was sitting in the condition which Allaah mentioned; my soul felt restricted upon me, and the earth 

felt tight around me, despite its extensiveness, I heard the voice of a caller who had climbed upon 

the mountain of Sal` calling out at the top of his voice: “O Ka`b ibn Maalik! Receive good news! So 

I fell down in prostration, and I knew that relief had come. Allaah‟s Messenger  had announced 

that Allaah had accepted our repentance, when he had prayed the Fajr Prayer. So the people came to 

us to bring us the good news. Some bearers of glad tidings went towards my companions; and a man 

galloped upon a horse towards me and another man from Aslam came running and ascended the 

mountain, and the voice was quicker than the horse. So when the one whose voice I had heard came 

to me to give me the good news, I took off my two garments and dressed him with them for 

conveying the good news to me. By Allaah, I did not own any others (of that type) on that day; and I 

borrowed two garments and wore them, and went off towards Allaah‟s Messenger . The people 

met me in crowds and were congratulating me on the repentance.”… 

So I entered the mosque and found Allaah‟s Messenger  sitting with the people around him. 

Talhah ibn `Ubaydillaah stood up, rushed over to me, and he shook hands with me, and 

congratulated me. By Allaah, no other man from the Muhaajireen besides him came up to me, and I 

shall not forget this action of Talhah. So when I gave the Salutation to Allaah‟s Messenger , then 

Allaah‟s Messenger  said, whilst his face was shining with joy: << Be happy at the best day that 

has come upon you since your mother gave birth to you. >> So I said: “Is it from you, O Messenger 

of Allaah, or from Allaah?” So he said: << No, rather it is from Allaah >>, and when Allaah‟s 

Messenger  was happy, his face would shine as if it were a piece of the moon, and we would 

recognise that from him. So when I sat before him I said: “O Messenger of Allaah! From my 

repentance is that I will give up all my wealth as charity for Allaah and His Messenger.” So 

Allaah‟s Messenger  said: << Keep a part of your wealth, for that will be better for you.” I said: “I 

will keep my share from Khaybar,” and I said: “O Messenger of Allaah! Allaah saved me through 

my telling the truth, so from my repentance is that I will only speak the truth for as long as I live.” 

So by Allaah, I do not know anyone from the Muslims whom Allaah has blessed with truthfulness in 

speech more then He has blessed me since I mentioned that to Allaah‟s Messenger. I have never 

intended to tell a lie from the time I mentioned that to Allaah‟s Messenger  until this day, and I 

hope that Allaah will preserve me upon that for as long as I remain; and Allaah sent down to His 

Messenger: 

     , up to His saying: 

       
 [Sooratut-Tawbah (9): 117-119] 

 

[[Meaning: Allaah has granted to the Prophet, and the Muhaajiroon, and the Ansaar, that they should 

turn to Him… And be with the truthful ones.]] 
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So, by Allaah, Allaah never granted me any blessing, after having guided me to Islaam, greater in 

my estimation than my speaking the truth to Allaah‟s Messenger , so that I did not lie to him and 

thus perish as those who told lies perished. So when the Revelation was sent down, Allaah -the Most 

High- said, concerning those who lied, something more severe than He has said about anyone. 

 So He-the Exalted and Most High-said: 

, 

 up to His saying: 

  
[Sooratut-Tawbah (9):95-96] 

[[Meaning: They will swear oaths in Allaah‟s name to you when you return…. But Allaah is not 

pleased with the disobedient ones]]. 

 

Ka`b said: “And we three differed totally from the case of those whose excuses were accepted by 

Allaah‟s Messenger  when they swore oaths to him. So he took their pledge and asked for 

forgiveness for them; whereas Allaah‟s Messenger  deferred our case until Allaah gave His 

judgement concerning it. So therefore He said:  

 

 [Sooratut-Tawbah (9):118] 

[[Meaning: And the three whose case was deferred…]]. 

 

So that which Allaah mentioned does not mean our remaining behind from the expedition; but rather 

it means his deferring our case until later, and its being dealt with after those who came and swore 

oaths to him, and his excusing them and accepting that.” 

 

*** 

[Translated by Aboo Talhah Daawood ibn Ronald Burbank] 


