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 POINTS OF BENEFIT DERIVED FROM THE STORY OF 

THE ‘IFK’ 

Some additional points of benefit derived by al-Haafiz ibn Hajr in „Fathul-Baaree‟: 

- (i) The permissibility of a person relating something virtuous which occurred with him, 

even if it involves praise of some people and censure of others, if it removes a mistaken idea 

that the person telling it has a deficiency; and doing so with the intention of giving sincere 

advice so that the person told avoids falling into what some previous people fell into. 

- (ii) Giving care and attention to prevent others falling into sin has more right than leaving 

them to falling into it 

- (iii) A camel litter (howdah) fulfils the same purpose as a house in screening a woman. 

- (iv) The permissibility of a woman screening herself with something which is away from 

her body. 

- (vi) Taking care of wealth, even if it be something small, because of the prohibition of 

waste age of wealth. 

- (vii) The army having a guard in the rear to help the weak along, and to preserve anything 

which falls, and for other points of welfare. 

- (viii) The legislation of saying „Subhaanallaah!‟ (I declare Allaah free of all imperfections) 

when you hear that which you believe to be a lie. 

- (ix) Using the phrase „I do not know except good‟ as a recommendation of someone, and 

that this suffices to establish a person‟s trustworthiness-if it occurs from someone who has 

awareness of that person‟s hidden affairs. 

- (x) That whoever is asked about the condition of a person, and he wishes to clarify faults 

which he has, then let him precede it with a mention of an excuse for him regarding that- if 

he knows it, just as Bareerah said with regard to `Aa.ishah- when she faulted her for sleeping 

and spoiling the dough. So she preceded that with a mention that she is a young girl. 

- (xi) That the Prophet  had not used to pass judgement for himself until Revelation 

descended, since he  did not state anything with certainty concerning the story until the 

Revelation came down. 

- (xii) That fervour and zeal for Allaah and his Prophet is not blameworthy. 

- (xiii) The virtue of bearing harm 



                      www.alitisaambissunnah.wordpress.com 

2 
 

- (xiv) Distancing one who opposes the Messenger, even if he is someone close or a beloved 

friend. 

- (xv) That whoever harms the Prophet , by saying or action, is to be killed, since Sa`d ibn 

Mu`aadh stated that and was not criticized by the Prophet . 

- (xvi) Aiding one who has been struck by a calamity, feeling pain along with them, weeping, 

and feeling grief. 

- (xvii) It shows how careful Aboo Bakr as-Siddeeq was in affairs; since even though this 

affair continued for more than a month, not a single word was related from him regarding the 

incident, except for what occurs in some reports of the hadeeth that he said: “By Allaah this 

was not said to us in the times of Ignorance, so how about when Allaah has honoured us with 

Islaam?!” 

- (xviii) It is not permissible to confess to something which has not occurred from him, even 

if he knows that he will be believed and not punished on account of his confession. Rather he 

must speak the truth or remain silent. 

- (xix) The consequences of patience (as-Sabr) are praiseworthy, and the person who has it is 

to be envied (in a good way). 

- (xx) Laughing, expressing joy and showing pleasure when blessings are renewed. 

-(xxi) Making excuse for a person who becomes troubled and alarmed when difficulty comes 

upon them, on account of their young age and the like. 

- (xxii) Working to improve relations between a woman and her husband, and her parents. 

- (xxiii) If a person falls into a calamity and it is then removed, then this should be broken to 

them in gentle stages- so that the heart is not suddenly struck with overwhelming joy and 

becomes broken by it. This is taken from the Prophet   beginning, after the innocence of 

`Aa.ishah was sent down, with laughter; then he told her to receive good news, then he 

informed her of her innocence in general terms, then he recited the Aayahs to her directly. 

- (xxiv) That when hardship and difficulty reaches its peak it is followed by relief. 

- (xxv) The excellence of one who entrusts their affair to their Lord, and that one who is 

strong enough for that will find that worries and concerns become easy for him to bear. 

- (xxvi) Taking consolation from that which occurred to the Prophets and others 

- (xxvii) The blameworthiness of backbiting, and the blameworthiness of one who listens to 

it; and a deterrent to those who commit it, especially if it involves accusing a Believer of 

something he is innocent of, and publicizing foul acts. 



                      www.alitisaambissunnah.wordpress.com 

3 
 

- (xxviii) The forbiddance of having any doubt about the innocence of `Aa.ishah.  

- (xxix) Delaying implantation of a prescribed punishment upon a person if it is feared that 

implementing it upon him will result in discord and tribulation. 

- (xxx) The prohibition of passing judgement whilst in a state of anger 

 

*** 

[Translated by Aboo Talhah Daawood ibn Ronald Burbank]  


