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THE FORGOTTEN SUNNAH OF THE TWO RAK’AHS 

AFTER THE `ASR PRAYER 

 

*As for the two rak`ahs after the `Asr Prayer, then  they are from the Sunnah: 

 

 

- Imaam al-Bukhaaree reported in his „Saheeh‟ (no.589): 

 

“Abun-Nu`maan narrated to us: Hammaad narrated to us: from Ayyoob: from Naafi`: from 

Ibn `Umar who said: “I pray just as I saw my companions praying: I do not forbid anyone 

from praying whatever he wishes during the night or the day; except that you should not seek 

to pray at the time of the rising of the sun, nor at its setting.” 

 

 

-And he reported (no.590): 

 

“Aboo Nu`aym narrated to us, saying: `Abdul-Waahid ibn Ayman narrated to us, saying: My 

father narrated to me: that he heard `Aa·ishah say: „By the One Who took  

him! He did not leave those two (rak`ahs) until he met Allaah –the Most High, and He did 

not meet Allaah until the Prayer became difficult for him; and he used to often pray whilst 

sitting- meaning the two rak`ahs after the `Asr Prayer; and the Prophet  used to pray them, 

but he would not pray them in the mosque for fear of causing difficulty for his nation, and he 

used to love to make things easy for them.‟ ” 

 

 

- And he reported (no.591):  

 

“Musaddad narrated to us, saying: Yahyaa narrated to us, saying: Hishaam narrated to us, 

saying: My father narrated to me, saying: `Aa·ishah said: „The Prophet  did not leave off 

the two sajdahs after the `Asr Prayer in my presence, ever.‟ ” 

 

-And he reported (no. 592):  

 

“Moosaa ibn Ismaa`eel narrated to us, saying: `Abdul-Waahid narrated to us, saying: ash-

Shaybaanee narrated to us, saying: `Abdur-Rahmaan ibn al-Aswad narrated to us: from his 

father: from `Aa·ishah that she said: „ Two rak‟ahs which Allaah‟s Messenger  had not 

used to leave aside, neither in private nor in public: two rak`ahs before the Dawn Prayer, and 

two rak`ahs after the `Asr Prayer.‟ ” 

 

 

-And he reported (no.593): 

 

“Muhammad ibn `Ar`arah narrated to us, saying: Shu`bah narrated to us: from Aboo Ishaaq, 

who said: I saw al-Aswad and Masrooq both bearing witness that `Aa·ishah had said: “The 
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Prophet  had not used to come to me on any day after the `Asr Prayer, except that he prayed 

two rak`ahs.‟ ”  

 

 

-And  Muslim reported (no. 835): 

 

“Yahyaa ibn Ayyoob, and Qutaybah, and `Alee ibn Hujr narrated to us. Ibn Ayyoob said: 

Ismaa`eel (and he is Ibn Ja`far) narrated to us: Muhammad ( and he is Ibn Abee Harmalah) 

related to me, saying: Umm Salamah related to me that she asked `Aa·ishah about the two 

sajdahs which Allaah‟s Messenger  used to pray after the `Asr Prayer, so she said: „He used 

to pray them prior to the `Asr Prayer, but then he was preoccupied from them, or he had 

forgotten them, so he prayed them after the `Asr Prayer. Then he established them as his 

practice; and when he prayed a Prayer he would establish it as his constant practice.‟ ” 

 

 

- And in a longer narration reported by al-Bukhaaree (no.1233) and Muslim (no.834)  

he  explained the reason why he first prayed these two rak‟ahs, so he  said: <<O daughter 

of Aboo Umayyah! You have asked me about the two rak`ahs after the `Asr Prayer. So it 

came about because some people of `Abdul-Qays came to me, and preoccupied me from the 

two rak`ahs after the Zuhr Prayer, so they are those two.>> 

 

* 

 

*So the Prophet   continued to pray these two rak`ahs until the end of his  life; and they 

were not particular to him, as it is authentic from some of his wives, and from a whole group 

of the Companions –radiyallaahu `anhum- that they used to pray them. 

 

  

*Also `Umar -radiyallaahu `anhu- explained the reason why he used to forbid people from 

them: which was that he feared that someone would pray, then someone else would see them 

praying, and follow their example and pray, and that this would carry on until the people 

were praying at the time when optional Prayer is forbidden (i.e. when the sun turns dull and 

is no longer high and bright). 

 

 [„al-Muhallaa‟ of Ibn Hazm: (2/274-275)]. 

 

 

*Also Ibn Hazm mentions the issue in some depth in 'al-Muhallaa' (2/264-275 & 3/2-7), and 

he reports it as being the practice of, or permitted by: Aboo Bakr, `Umar,  `Uthmaan, `Alee, 

az-Zubayr, `Aa·ishah, Umm Salamah, Maymoonah, Ibn az-Zubayr [who used to pray it in 

congregation in Makkah, when he was Khaleefah], Tameem ad-Daaree, al-Munkadir, Zayd 

ibn Khaalid al-Juhanee, Ibn `Abbaas, Ibn `Umar, Aboo Ayyoob al-Ansaaree, Aboo Juhayfah, 

Abud-Dardaa·, Anas, al-Hasan ibn `Alee, Taariq ibn Shihaab, Ibn Mas`ood, an-Nu`maan ibn 

Basheer -radiyallaahu `anhum-, and others;  

and from the Taabi`een, and those who followed them: Hishaam ibn `Urwah, Anas ibn 

Seereen, Taawoos, `Abdur-Rahmaan ibn al-Baylamaanee, Ibraaheem ibn Maysarah, Abush-
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Sha`thaa·, Ash`ath ibn ash-Sha`thaa·, `Amr ibn Maymoon, Masrooq, al-Aswad, Aboo 

Waa·il, Shurayh al-Qaadee, Sa`eed ibn al-Musayyib,al-Qaasim ibn Muhammad, `Abdullaah 

ibn Abil-Hudhayl, Aboo Burdah ibn Abee Moosaa, `Abdur-Rahmaan ibn al-Aswad, al-Ahnaf 

ibn Qays;and that it was the saying of Aboo Khaythamah, and Aboo Ayyoob Sulaymaan ibn 

Daawood al-Haashimee; and it was the saying held by Ibn Hazm himself.  

He also mentioned (2/264-265) that Imaam ash-Shaafi`ee held that if a person missed the two 

rak`ahs before or after the Zuhr Prayer, that it is permissible for him to pray them after the 

`Asr Prayer, and then to establish this practice of praying two rak`ahs after the `Asr Prayer; 

and that Imaam Ahmad said concerning these two rak`ahs: “I do not pray them, but I do not 

criticize those who do pray them”, and that Aboo Sulaymaan Daawood az-Zaahiree held 

praying them to be something good. 

  

  

*Also Shaikh al-Albaanee- rahimahullaah- said in 'as-Saheehah' (6/2/1013-1014): " ...So, in 

summary, from what has preceded the two rak`ahs after the `Asr Prayer are a sunnah, if they 

are prayed along with the `Asr Prayer before the sun turns yellow...  And here it is befitting 

that we remind  the people of the Sunnah: those who are eager upon reviving the sunnahs, 

and upon killing off the innovations, that they should pray these two rak`ahs whenever they 

pray the `Asr Prayer in its legislated time, because of his  saying: <<Whoever revives a 

good Sunnah in Islaam...>>, and success is granted by Allaah." 

 

  

And  he said in 'as-Saheehah' ( 7/1/527) that it is: 

  

''A Prayer which has been forgotten, which should be revived '', and  on page 528: "So a 

widespread error in the books of Fiqh is the prohibition of those two rak`ahs; indeed the 

failure to mention them amongst the regular (rawaatib) sunnahs, despite his  being constant 

upon them, just as he was constant upon the two rak`ahs before the Fajr; and there is no proof 

that they have been abrogated, nor that they are specific to him . How could that be the case 

when the person who knew best about them- and that was the Mother of the Believers 

`Aa·ishah - radiyallaahu anhaa- was constant upon their performance, and those who agreed 

with her from the Companions and the Salaf, as has preceded. 

 

Added to this is the fact that the texts which prohibit, by their generality, Prayer after  

`Asr - are restricted by other clear ahaadeeth which permit Prayer before the sun turns  

(dark) yellow; and from them is the hadeeth of `Alee, marfoo`an:<< Do not pray after the 

`Asr Prayer, unless you pray whilst the sun is still high.>> And it is a hadeeth which is 

authentic, and is reported through more than one chain, and its referencing and checking has 

preceded (no.200, & 314) *..." 

*[Saheeh: Aboo Daawood (no.1274), an-Nasaa·ee (no.573), & others]. 

 

*** 

[Translated by Aboo Talhah Daawood ibn Ronald Burbank]  


