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THE SAYINGS OF THE PEOPLE OF KNOWLEDGE 

CONCERNING ‘LAYLATUL-QADR’ (THE NIGHT OF DECREE). 

 

Al-Haafiz Ibn Hajr -rahimahullaah- said in „Fathul-Baaree‟ [The book of the 

Virtue of „Laylatul-Qadr‟: chapter 3: Seeking „Laylatul-Qadr‟ in the odd nights 

of the last ten (nights of Ramadaan)], (4/262-267): 

 

“The scholars have differed a great deal with regard to „Laylatul-Qadr‟; and we 

have come across more than forty of their positions regarding that, just as we 

have come across a similar number regarding the hour [when supplication is 

certainly answered on the day] of Jumu‟ah. So each of these two share in 

having been concealed in order that people should strive to seek them”. 

 

* THE FIRST SAYING: is that it has been taken up and removed altogether. 

Al-Mutawallee quotes it in „at-Tutimmah‟ from the Raafidah [Shee‟ah], and al-

Faakihaanee in „Sharhul-`Umdah‟ from the Hanafees, and it is as if this is a 

mistake from him. So what as-Saroojee quotes is that it is the saying of the 

Shee`ah. And `Abdur-Razzaaq reported by way of Daawood ibn Abee `Aasim: 

from `Abdullaah ibn Yuhannis: I said to Aboo Hurairah: „They claim that 

Laylatul-Qadr has been raised up‟, so he said: “Whoever says that has lied.” 

And by way of `Abdullaah ibn Shareek who said: al-Hajjaaj mentioned 

Laylatul-Qadr, and it is as if he denied it. So Zirr ibn Hubaish wanted to throw 

pebbles at him, however his people prevented him. 

 

*THE SECOND SAYING: is that it was particular to a certain year and 

occurred in the time of Allaah‟s Messenger ; al-Faakihaanee quoted it also. 

 

*THE THIRD SAYING: That it is something particular to this Ummah and 

was not present with the nations before them. This was stated with certainty by 

Ibn Habeeb and others from the Maalikees, and he quoted it from the majority, 

and the author of „al-`Uddah‟ quoted it from the Shaafi`ees and preferred it. 

However it is opposed by the hadeeth of Aboo Dharr reported by an-Nasaa·ee, 

where he said in it: “I said: „O Messenger of Allaah! Does it come with the 

Prophets, such that when they die it is raised up?‟ So he said: <<No, rather it 

remains>>.
1
 

                                                 
1 Its chain of narration is weak because of Marthad ibn „Abdillaah, who was declared to be 

unknown by adh-Dhahabee…[„Saheeh Ibn Khuzaimah‟:2170; ‟Tuhfatul-Ashraaf‟;11977] 
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Their evidence is the saying of Maalik in „al-Muwatta‟: “It reached me that 

Allaah‟s Messenger  regarded the lifespans of his Ummah to be short 

compared to the lifespans of the previous nations. So therefore Allaah granted 

him Laylatul-Qadr.” However it is possible for this to have a different 

interpretation, so it cannot repel what is clearly stated in the hadeeth of Aboo 

Dharr. 

 

*THE FOURTH SAYING: That it is possible at any time of the year; and this 

is a saying well known from the Hanafees, being related by Qaadee Khaan and 

Aboo Bakr ar-Raazee from them. Its like is also related from Ibn Mas`ood, Ibn 

`Abbaas, `Ikrimah, and others. However al-Muhallab declared this saying to be 

false and said: “Perhaps its upholder built it upon time continually changing 

because of reduction in the crescent moons. However that is unsound since that 

is not taken account of for the Fast of Ramadaan, so it is also not taken account 

for anything else, so therefore it is not the case that Laylatul-Qadr moves out of 

Ramadaan” (end). Whereas the reason used by Ibn Mas`ood, as is established 

in „Saheeh Muslim‟ from Ubayy ibn Ka`b, was that he desired that the people 

should not give up striving at other times. 

 

*THE FIFTH SAYING: That it is particular to Ramadaan and is possible in 

any of its nights. This is the saying of Ibn `Umar, reported from him by Ibn 

Abee Shaybah with a „Saheeh‟ chain of narration from him. It is also reported 

by Aboo Daawood from him from the Prophet . 
2
 

There occurs in „al-Hidaayah‟ a clear statement of its being the saying of Aboo 

Haneefah. It was also the saying of Ibnul-Mundhir, al-Muhaamilee, some of the 

Shaafi`ees, and it was preferred by as-Subkee in „Sharhul-Minhaaj‟, and it is 

quoted by Ibnul-Haajib as a report; and as-Saroojee said in „Sharhul-

Hidaayah‟: „The saying of Aboo Haneefah is that it moves around throughout 

the whole of Ramadaan‟; whereas his two companions said that it is a 

particular night from it which is left unknown. Likewise an-Nasafee said in „al-

Manzoomah‟: 

„Laylatul-Qadr moves throughout the whole of the month, however exactly 

when it is, is hidden‟ (end). 

So this saying is quoted by Ibn al`Arabee from some people and it is: 

 

 

 *THE SIXTH (SAYING). 

 

                                                 
2
 Shaikh al-Albaanee said (no.1387): “Da`eef, and what is authentic is its being „mawqoof‟”. 
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*THE SEVENTH SAYING: Is that it is the first night of Ramadaan. This is 

related from Aboo Razeen al-`Uqaylee – the Companion, and Ibn Abee `Aasim 

reported as a hadeeth of Anas that he said: “Laylatul-Qadr is the first night of 

Ramadaan.” Ibn Abee `Aasim said: “We do not know anyone else besides him 

to have said that.” 

 

*THE EIGHTH SAYING: That it is the middle night of Ramadaan. Our 

Shaikh Siraajuddeen ibn al-Mulaqqin quoted it in „ Sharhul-`Umdah‟, whereas 

what I have seen in „al-Mufhim‟ of al-Qurtubee is a report of a saying that it is 

the middle night of Sha`baan; and that is how as-Saroojee quoted it from the 

author of „at-Tiraaz‟, so if these two sayings have been correctly preserved than 

that is:  

 

*THE NINTH SAYING: Then I saw in „Sharhus-Saroojee‟, quoting „al-

Muheet‟ that it is in the last half. 

 

*THE TENTH SAYING: That it is the seventeenth night of Ramadaan. So 

Ibn Abee Shaybah and at-Tabaraanee report as a hadeeth of Zayd ibn Arqam, 

who said: “I have no doubt or question that it is the seventeenth of Ramadaan: 

the night when the Qur.aan was sent down”;
3
  and Aboo Daawood reports it 

from Ibn Mas`ood also
4
. 

 

*THE ELEVENTH SAYING: That it is hidden within the middle ten nights. 

An-Nawawee quotes it, and at-Tabaree ascribed it to `Uthmaan ibn Abil- `Aas 

and al-Hasan al-Basree, and it was the saying of some of the Shaafi`ees. 

 

*THE TWELFTH SAYING: That it was the eighteenth night. I read this in 

the handwriting of al-Qutb al-Halabee in his explanation, and Ibnul-Jawzee 

mentioned it in his „Mushkil‟. 

 

*THE THIRTEENTH SAYING: That it is the nineteenth night. `Abdur-

Razzaaq reported it from `Alee, and at-Tabaree quoted it from Zayd ibn 

Thaabit and Ibn Mas`ood; and at-Tahaawee reports it in connected form from 

Ibn Mas`ood. 

                                                 
3
 The narrator from Zayd is Hawt al-Khuzaa`ee. Al-Bukhaaree said: „His Hadeeth is munkar: 

that Laylatul Qadr is the seventeenth night- as the saying of Zayd…. Adh-Dhahabee said: “It 

is not known who he is.” [„Meezaanul I`tidaal‟& „Majma‟uz-Zawaa·id (3/181)] 

 
4 Shaikh al-Albaanee said (no.1384): „Da`eef‟. 
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*THE FOURTEENTH SAYING: That it is the first night of the last ten, and 

this was inclined to by ash-Shaafi`ee, and was stated with certainty by a group 

of the Shaafi`ees. However as-Subkee said: It is not stated with certainty by 

them since they agree that if a person swore an oath on the twentieth day to free 

his slave on Laylatul-Qadr and did not free him that night then he has violated 

his oath, and he does not become free that night, but rather when the month is 

completed, upon the correct saying. So this is based upon its being in the last 

ten; or it is said; when the whole year is completed, based upon its not being 

particular to the last ten, but rather somewhere in Ramadaan.
5
  

 

*THE FIFTEENTH SAYING: Like the previous saying except that if the 

month is „complete‟ [i.e. thirty days] then in this case it is the twentieth night, 

but if it is „incomplete‟ [i.e. twenty-nine days] then it is the twenty-first night; 

and likewise with regard to the whole of the month, and that is the saying of 

Ibn Hazm, and he claimed that he harmonized the narrations with that. An 

evidence for him is what Ahmad and at-Tahaawee report from a hadeeth of 

`Abdullaah ibn Unays who said: “I heard Allaah‟s Messenger  say << Seek it 

tonight>>. He said: “And it was the night of the twenty third.” So a man said: 

“This is the first of eight remaining (nights).” He said: <<Rather it is the first of 

seven remaining since this month will not be complete>>. 

 

**THE SIXTEENTH SAYING: That it is the twenty second night, and who it 

is quoted from will follow; and Ahmad reported from a hadeeth of `Abdullaah 

ibn Unays that he asked Allaah‟s Messenger  about Laylatul-Qadr and that 

was on the morning of the twenty-first. So he said: << What is tonight? >> I 

said: “It is the twenty-second,” so he said: <<It is tonight or the next night 
6
>>. 

 

**THE SEVENTEENTH SAYING:  That it is the twenty-third night. Muslim 

reports it from `Abdullaah ibn Unays from the Prophet  that he said: <<I was 

shown Laylatul-Qadr and then I was caused to forget it>>; and from him that 

he said: I said: “O Messenger of Allaah! There is a part of the desert where I 

live. So command me with regard to Laylatul-Qadr.” He said: <<Come in on 

the night of the twenty-third
7
>>. 

                                                 
 
5
i.e. he made the oath on the twentieth, and upon the saying that Laylatul-Qadr can be on any 

day of Ramadaan the slave will not become free until the next Ramadaan comes and the first 

nineteen days have passed – such that all of the days of Ramadaan will have followed the 

oath.  

 
6
 „Hasan Saheeh‟: „Saheeh Sunan Abee Daawood‟: 1379. 

 
7
 Declared „hasan saheeh‟ by Shaikh al-Albaanee in „Saheeh Sunan Abee Daawood‟ 

(no.1380). 
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And Ibn Abee Shaybah reported with a „Saheeh‟ chain of narration from 

Mu`aawiyah that he said: “Laylatul-Qadr is the twenty-third night”, and Ishaaq 

reported in his „Musnad‟, by way of Aboo Haazim: from a man of Banoo 

Bayaadah- who was a Companion, from the Prophet ; and `Abdur-Razzaaq 

reported from: Ma`mar: from Ayyoob: from Naafi`: from Ibn `Umar; from the 

Prophet  : <<Whoever is going to seek it then let him seek it on the seventh 

night (from the end)>>; and Ayyoob used to take a bath on the twenty-third 

night and use perfume; and from Ibn Juraij: from `Ubaydullaah ibn Yazeed: 

from Ibn `Abbaas: “that he used to awaken his family on the night of the 

twenty-third”; and `Abdur-Razzaaq reported by way of Yoonus ibn Sayf: that 

he heard Sa`eed ibn al-Musayyib saying: “The saying of the people has become 

settled upon the saying that it is the twenty-third night”; and by way of 

Ibraaheem: from al-Aswad: from `Aa·ishah; and by way of Makhool that he 

used to hold it to be the night of the twenty-third. 

 

*THE EIGHTEENTH SAYING: That it is the night of the twenty-fourth, as 

has preceded in the hadeeth of ibn `Abbaas in this chapter
8
 and at-Tabaree 

reported by way of Aboo Nadrah: from Aboo Sa`eed; from the Prophet  : 

<<Laylatul-Qadr is the night of the twenty fourth
9
>>. 

And that it is related from ibn Mas`ood, ash-Sha`bee, al-Hasan, and Qataadah; 

and their evidence is the hadeeth of Waathilah that the Qur·aan came down on 

the twenty-fourth of Ramadaan
10

. 

And Ahmad reported by way of Ibn Lahee`ah; from Yazeed ibn Abee Habeeb 

ibn Abil-Khayr as-Sunaabihee; from Bilaal: from the Prophet : “Seek 

Laylatul-Qadr on the night of the twenty-fourth.” However Ibn Lahee`ah made 

a mistake in tracing it back to the Prophet , since `Amr ibn al-Haarith 

narrated it from Yazeed, with this chain, as the saying of the Companion, 

without other than its wording, as will follow at the end of „al-Maghaazee‟ with 

the wording: “Laylatul-Qadr is the first of the seven from the last ten.” 

 

*THE NINETEENTH SAYING: That it is the twenty-fifth night. Ibnul-

`Arabee relates it in „al-`Aaridah‟, and Ibnul-Jawzee ascribed it in „al-Mushkil‟ 

to Aboo Bakrah.  

 

                                                                                                                                            
 
8
 al-Bukhaaree (no.2022). 

 
9
 Da`eef: „Da`eeful-Jaami‟: (no.4957). 

 
10

 “Its chain of narration is „hasan.‟”: „as-Saheehah‟: (no.1575) of  Shaikh al-Albaanee. 
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*THE TWENTIETH SAYING: That it is the twenty-sixth night, and it is the 

saying which I have not seen being directly stated, except that [al-Qaadee] 

`Iyaad said: “There is not a night from the last ten nights except that it has been 

said that it is (i.e. Laylatul-Qadr) is in it.” 

 

**THE TWENTY-FIRST SAYING: That it is the twenty-seventh night. This 

is what is the chief saying in the madhhab of Ahmad, and it is one narration 

from Aboo Haneefah, and it was stated with certainty by Ubayy ibn Ka`b, and 

he swore an oath upon it as is reported by Muslim. Muslim also reported by 

way of Aboo Haazim: from Aboo Hurairah who said: “We were discussing 

Laylatul-Qadr, so he  said: <<Which of you can remember when the moon 

arose being as if it were a piece of a dish? >> 

Abul-Hasan al-Faarisee said: Meaning the twenty-seventh night, since the 

moon rises on it like that. 

And at-Tabaraanee narrated from a hadeeth of Ibn Mas`ood: “Allaah‟s 

Messenger  was asked about Laylatul-Qadr so he said: <<Which of you can 

remember the night of „reddishness‟? >> I said: “I can” and that was the night 

of the twenty-seventh.” 

And Ibn Abee Shaybah reported it from `Umar, and Hudhayfah and some of 

the Companions. 

There is also in this regard a report with Muslim from Ibn `Umar: “A man saw 

a dream that Laylatul-Qadr was the twenty-seventh night”; and Ahmad 

reported from Hudhayfah: from the Prophet : << Laylatul-Qadr is the twenty-

seventh night>>; and Ibnul-Mundhir reports: <, Whoever is going to seek it 

then let him seek it on the twenty-seventh night>>; and from Jaabir ibn 

Samurah- with its like, reported by at-Tabaraanee in his „Aswat‟, and from 

Mu`aawiyah with its like, reported by Aboo Daawood
11

 and the author of „al-

Hilyah‟, from the Shaafi`ees, ascribed it to the majority of the scholars. 

It has also preceded how Ibn `Abbaas derived this in the presence of `Umar, 

and how he agreed with him.  

Also Ibn Qudaamah claimed that Ibn `Abbaas extracted that from the number 

of words in the Soorah, and His saying in it { َيِه } is the seventh word after the 

twentieth. So this was ascribed by Ibn Hazm to some of the Maalikees, and he 

severely criticized it. Ibn `Atiyyah mentioned it in his tafseer and said “It is 

from the salt of the tafseers and not from the basis of knowledge.” 

Some of them extract that in another way, saying: „Laylatul-Qadr‟ is composed 

of nine letters and it is repeated three times in the Soorah, so that comes to 

twenty seven. 

                                                 
11

 )No.1386(, and declared „Saheeh‟ by Shaikh al-Albaanee. 
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The author of „al-Kaafee‟ from the Hanafees, and likewise „al-Muheet‟ said: 

“Whoever says to his wife: „You are divorced on Laylatul-Qadr, then she 

becomes divorced on the twenty-seventh, since the masses believe that it is 

Laylatul-Qadr.” 

 

*THE TWENTY-SECOND SAYING: That it is the twenty-eighth night, and 

its reasoning has preceded one saying previously. 

 

*THE TWENTY-THIRD SAYING: That it is the twenty-ninth night, Ibnul-

`Arabee related it. 

 

*THE TWENTY-FOURTH SAYING: That it is the thirtieth night. `Iyaad 

quoted it, and as-Saroojee in „Sharhul-Hidaayah‟; and Muhammad ibn Nasr 

and at-Tabaree report it from Mu`aawiyah; and Ahmad by way of Aboo 

Salamah: from Aboo Hurairah. 

 

**THE TWENTY-FIFTH SAYING: That it is the amongst the odd nights of 

the last ten; and this is indicated by the hadeeth of `Aa·ishah and others in this 

chapter; and it is the most correct of the sayings, and it was held by Aboo 

Thawr, al-Muzanee, Ibn Khuzaymah, and a group from the scholars of the 

madhhabs. 

 

**THE TWENTY-SIXTH SAYING: Its like, but with the addition of the last 

night. At-Tirmidhee reported it from Aboo Bakrah
12

; and by Ahmad from a 

hadeeth of `Ubaadah ibn as-Saamit. 

 

*THE TWENTY-SEVENTH SAYING: It moves around throughout all of 

the last ten. This was said by Aboo Qilaabah, and it was stated by Maalik, ath-

Thawree, Ahmad and Ishaaq; and al-Maawardee claimed that it is agreed upon. 

So it is as if he took that from the hadeeth of Ibn `Abbaas that the Companions 

agreed that it was in the last ten, and then they differed about which night it is 

in particular – as has preceded. 

So its being in the last ten is supported by the authentic hadeeth of Aboo 

Sa`eed that Jibreel said to the Prophet   when he performed i`tikaaf during the 

middle ten; “That which you seek is in front of you”, and a narration of it has 

preceded a short while ago, and also a mention of his   i`tikaaf in the last ten 

– seeking Laylatul-Qadr, and the i`tikaaf of his wives after him, and his striving 

therein- as occurs in this and the following chapter. 

                                                 
12

 „Saheeh‟: „Saheehut-Tirmidhee‟: 794. 
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Then those who hold this saying differ. So some of them said that it is equally 

possible in each of these nights; ar-Raafi`ee attributed it to Maalik, however 

Ibnul Haajib declared that to be weak; and some of them say that certain nights 

are more likely than others. So ash-Shaafi`ee said: “The most likely night is the 

twenty-first”-  

 

*AND THAT IS THE TWENTY-EIGHTH SAYING: 

 Or it is said: The most likely one is the twenty-third night:- 

 

*AND THAT IS THE TWENTY-NINTH SAYING: 

Or it is said that the most likely night is the twenty-seventh night:- 

 

*AND THAT IS THE THIRIETH SAYING. 

 

*THE THIRTY-FIRST SAYING: Is that it moves about within the last 

seven, and an explanation of what is meant by that has preceded along with the 

hadeeth of Ibn `Umar: Does it mean the seven night nights from the end of the 

month (i.e. from the twenty-fourth night if the month is thirty days, or from the 

twenty-third night if it is twenty-nine days.) or the last seven counting along 

with the month? (i.e. from the twenty-third night in either case.) So this 

(difference) produces:  

 

*THE THIRTY-SECOND SAYING. 

 

*THE THIRTY-THIRD SAYING: That it moves around in the last half (of 

Ramadaan). This was mentioned by the author of „al-Muheet‟ from Aboo 

Yoosuf and Muhammad, and Imaamul-Haramayn related it from the author of 

„at-Taqreeb‟. 

  

*THE THIRTY-FOURTH SAYING: That it is the sixteenth or seventeenth 

night. Al-Haarith ibn Usaamah narrated it from a hadeeth of `Abdullaah ibn az-

Zubayr
13

. 

 

*THE THIRTY-FIFTH SAYING: That it is the seventeenth, nineteenth or 

twenty-first night. Sa`eed ibn Mansoor reported it from a hadeeth of Anas with 

a „da`eef‟ (weak) chain.  

 

                                                 
13

  Its chain contains an un-named narrator narrating from Ibn az-Zubayr. [„al-Mataalibul 

`Aaliyah‟ (1191).] 
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*THE THIRTY-SIXTH SAYING: That it is the first night of Ramadaan, or 

its last night. Ibn Abee `Aasim reported it from a hadeeth of Anas with a 

„da`eef‟ chain. 

 

*THE THIRTY-SEVENTH SAYING: That it is the first night, or the ninth, 

or the seventeenth, or the twenty-first, or the last night. Ibn Mardawaih 

reported in his tafseer from Anas with a „da`eef‟ chain. 

 

*THE THIRTY-EIGHTH SAYING: That it is the nineteenth or the twenty-

first, or the twenty-third. Aboo Daawood reported it from a hadeeth of Ibn 

Mas`ood, with a chain of narration which there is speech concerning
14

.  

`Abdur-Razzaaq also reports it from a hadeeth of `Alee – with a broken chain 

of narration; and Sa`eed ibn Mansoor from a hadeeth of `Aa·ishah – also with a 

broken chain. 

 

*THE THIRTY-NINTH SAYING: The twenty-third night, or the twenty 

seventh night; and this is taken from the hadeeth of Ibn `Abbaas in the chapter 

where he  said: <<The seventh to pass or the seventh remaining>>. An-

Nu`maan said: „So we say the night of the twenty seventh and you say the 

twenty-third‟. 

 

*THE FORTIETH SAYING: The twenty-first, or the twenty third, or the 

twenty-fifth, as will follow in the next chapter from a hadeeth of `Ubaadah ibn 

as-Saamit
15

, and Aboo Daawood reported his hadeeth with the wording: <<The 

ninth remaining (night), the seventh remaining, the fifth remaining>>. Maalik 

said in „al-Mudawwanah‟: “Nine remaining is the twenty first, etc.” 

 

*THE FORTY-FIRST SAYING: That it is restricted to the last seven in 

Ramadaan, in accordance with the hadeeth of Ibn `Umar in the previous 

chapter.
16

  

 

*THE FORTY-SECOND SAYING: That it is the twenty-second or the 

twenty-third night in accordance with the hadeeth of `Abdullaah ibn Unays – 

reported by Ahmad.
17

 

                                                 
14

 „Da`eef‟: „Da`eef Sunan Abee Daawood (1384). 

 
15

 al-Bukhaaree (no.2023). 

 
16

 al-Bukhaaree (no. 2015). 
 
17

 „Hasan Saheeh‟: Sunan Abee Daawood (1379). 
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*THE FORTY-THIRD SAYING: That it is within the odd nights of the 

middle ten and the last ten. I read it in the handwriting of Mughlataay. 

 

*THE FORTY-FOURTH SAYING: That it is the third or the fifth night from 

the last ten. Ahmad reports it from a hadeeth of Mu`aadh ibn Jabal; and the 

difference between it and what had preceded is that the „third‟ could be the 

twenty-third night and it could also be the twenty seventh. So this results in its 

being the twenty-third, the twenty-fifth, or the twenty-seventh. So therefore it is 

different to the previous saying. 

 

*THE FORTY-FIFTH SAYING: That it is the seventh or eighth night from 

the start of the second half. At-Tahaawee reports by way of `Atiyyah ibn 

`Abdillaah ibn Unays: from his father: “that he asked the Prophet  about 

Laylatul-Qadr, so he said: <<Seek it in the last half>>, then he asked him 

again, so he said: <<Up to the twenty-third>>. 

He said: And `Abdullaah used to remain awake for the whole night, from the 

sixteenth to the twenty-third. Then he would reduce.” 

 

*THE FORTY-SIXTH SAYING: That it is the first night, or the last night, or 

the odd nights. Aboo Daawood reported it in his book „al-Maraaseel‟ from 

Muslim ibn Ibraaheem; from Aboo Khaldah: from Abul-`Aaliyah; that a 

Bedouin came to the Prophet  whilst he was praying and said to him: “When 

is Laylatul-Qadr?” So he said: <<Seek it on the first night, the last night, and 

the odd nights>>. Its narrators are reliable, but it is mursal. 

 

So all of these sayings that we have quoted after the third one, are in agreement 

that it is possible to attain it and they contain an encouragement to seek it. 

Ibnul-`Arabee said: “What is correct is that it cannot be known”, so this is 

suitable to be counted as another saying; and an-Nawawee criticized this saying 

and said: “There are many ahaadeeth which show that it is possible to come to 

know it and a group of the righteous people have informed of it; so there is no 

scope for denying that”; and at-Tahaawee quoted from Aboo Yoosuf a saying 

that he held it possible that it could be seen to the twenty-fourth or the twenty-

seventh. So if this is established from him then it is another saying. 

So this is the last thing that I have come across from their sayings, and some of 

them can be the same as others even if outwardly they seem to contradict each 

other. 
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So the most correct saying out of all of them is that it is one of the odd 

nights from the last ten, and that it moves around – as can be understood 

from the ahaadeeth of this chapter. 

So the most likely nights are the odd nights of the last ten; and the most likely 

night from the odd nights of the last ten in the view of the Shaafi`ees is the 

twenty-first night or the twenty-third night, in accordance with what occurs in 

the hadeeth of Aboo Sa`eed and `Abdullaah ibn Unays; whereas in the view of 

the majority the most likely (night) is the twenty-seventh night, and the 

evidences for that have preceded. 

The scholars said: The wisdom behind Laylatul-Qadr being concealed is so that 

the people strive to seek it contrary to what would be the case if it were a 

certain known night – for then they would restrict themselves to that, as has 

been mentioned concerning the hour on the day of Jumu`ah….” 

 

*** 

[Translated by Aboo Talhah Daawood ibn Ronald Burbank]  

 


