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BIOGRAPHY OF KHALEEL IBN AHMAD AL-FARAAHEEDEE -

rahimahullaah: 

* Imaam adh-Dhahabee -rahimahullaah- said in „Siyar A`laamin-Nubalaa·‟ (7/429-

431): 

“AL-KHALEEL: The Imaam, the initiator of the science of „al-`Arood‟ 

(Prosody/Versification of Arabic poetry). Aboo `Abdir-Rahmaan, al-Khaleel ibn Ahmad 

al-Faraaheedee, al-Basree, one of the foremost scholars. 

He narrated from: Ayyoob as-Sakhtiyaanee, `Aasim al-Ahwal, al-`Awwaam ibn 

Hawshab, and Ghaalib al-Qattaan. 

Seebawaih took Arabic Grammar (an-Nahw) from him, and an-Nadr ibn Shumayl, 

Haaroon ibn Moosaa an-Nahwee, Wahb ibn Jareer, al-Asma`ee, and others. 

He was a prominent leader with regard to the Arabic Language, one who adhered to the 

Religion, pious, humble, high in standing. It is said that he supplicated to Allaah
1
 to 

bestow upon him a branch of knowledge which no one had preceded him in, so „al-

`Arood ‟ (the science of prosody/versification of Arabic poetry) was opened up to him. 

He wrote the book „al-`Ayn‟ on the Arabic Language. 

Ibn Hibbaan declared him to be reliable; and it is said that he was upon severe 

abstemiousness, a person devoted to worship.  

an-Nadr said: “He lived in a reed-hut of his, in al-Basrah; and he did not possess even 

two small copper coins, whereas his students earned great wealth through what they 

learned from him.” 

He would frequently repeat the poetical lines: 

„And when you a are in dire need of treasures, you will not find 

Any treasure the like of righteous deeds.‟ 

And he -rahimahullaah- was extremely intelligent. 

He was born in the year one hundred, and he died in the year one hundred and sixty and 

odd; or it is said: he remained until the year one hundred and seventy. 

He and Yoonus were the two imaams of the people of Basrah with regard to the Arabic 

Language, and he died not having completed the book „al-`Ayn‟, nor having edited it, 

however the scholars take from its vast ocean.  
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 „Taareekhul-Islaam‟ of Imaam adh-Dhahabee has the addition: “in Makkah.” 
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Ibn Khallikaan said: al-Khaleel ibn Ahmad ibn `Amr ibn Tameem al-Azdee‟: It is said: 

He had awareness of the science of rhythm and tone, so that opened up for him the 

science of versification of poetry; or it is said: He passed by some brass founders , and 

took it up from the sounds of their hammers upon the basins. 

He is counted amongst the zuhhaad (people of zuhd/ascetics); he used to say: “ I close 

my door, and then my concerns do not extend beyond it.” 

And he said: “The most complete stage of intellect and sound mind which a person 

reaches is at the age of forty.” 

And from him that he said: “A man will not recognise the mistake of his teacher until he 

sits with someone other than him.” 

Ayyoob ibn al-Mutawakkil said: “When al-Khaleel gave any point of benefit to anyone, 

he would not point out to him that he had benefited him; but if he took any point of 

benefit from someone, he would let him see that he had derived benefit from him.” 

I say: Some groups of people in our time have become the opposite.” 

* 

* From „Tahdheebul-Kamaal‟ (1/400-401) of al-Haafiz Abul-Hajjaaj Yoosuf al-Mizzee 

-rahimahullaah: 

* Aboo `Ubayd al-Aajurree said: I heard Aboo Daawood say: Hammaad ibn Zayd said: 

“ al- Khaleel ibn Ahmad used to hold the view of the Ibaadees
2
, until Allaah favoured 

him with sitting with Ayyoob [i.e. as-Sakhtiyaanee]." 

* Aboo Daawood al-Masaahifee said: from an-Nadr ibn Shumayl: “I never saw anyone, 

who possessed that which people sought after, being more humble than you, O Khaleel 

ibn Ahmad: neither Ibn `Awn, nor anyone else.” 

* Ahmad ibn Sufyaan at-Taa·ee said: Ya`qoob ibn Ishaaq al-Asbahaanee narrated to us, 

saying: al-Khaleel ibn Ahmad said: “ The people are four (types): A man who knows, 

and he knows that he knows, then that is a scholar (`aalim), so take from him; and a 

man who knows, but he does not know that he knows, so he is oblivious/unaware, so 

alert/remind him; and a man who does not know, and he knows that he does not know, 

so he is one who requires instruction, so teach him; and a man who does not know, and 

he does not know that he does not know, then that is an ignorant person, so discard 

him." 

 * Yahyaa ibn Abee Bukayr al-Kirmaanee said: from his father: A man said to al-

Khaleel ibn Ahmad: „Something from the (denial of) Pre-Decree
3
 has entered me, so 
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 A sect of the Khawaarij. 
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clarify that to me.‟ He said: “ Do you understand anything about the places where the 

letters are vocalised?” He said: „Yes.‟ He said: “Then where is the point of vocalisation 

of the „Haa·‟?” He said: „From the root of the tongue.‟ He said: “Where is the point of 

vocalisation of the „Thaa·‟?” He said: „From the tip of the tongue.‟ “Pronounce this one 

from the place of that one, and that one from the place of this one.” He said: „I am not 

able to.‟ He said: “Then you are a slave under control.” 

* Aboo Muzaahim al-Khaaqaanee said: from Ibraaheem ibn Ismaa`eel al-Harbee: “ The 

people of Basrah -meaning the scholars of the Language from them- were people of the  

deviant sects (al-Ahwaa·), except for four, who were people of the Sunnah: Aboo `Amr 

ibn al-`Alaa·, al-Khaleel ibn Ahmad, Yoonus ibn Habeeb, and al-Asma`ee.” 

* Ibraaheem ibn Sa`eed al-Jawharee said: Moosaa ibn Ayyoob narrated to us, saying: 

Makhlad ibn Husayn narrated to us, saying: “Sulaymaan -meaning Ibn Habeeb al-

Muhallabee- became the governor (of the province), so he sent a message to al-Khaleel 

to come to him
4
. So he laid out some pieces of dry flat-bread before the messenger, and 

said: 

„Inform Sulaymaan that I have ample means, such that I am not in need of him, and I 

am rich and contented, except I do not possess wealth;                                                                          

Content by myself, since I do not see anyone dying of emaciation, nor remaining upon a 

single condition.” 

* ...And it is related from him that he said: “If this group -meaning the people of 

knowledge- are not the „Awliyaa·‟ (beloved and obedient servants) of Allaah, then there 

is no Waliyy (beloved and obedient servant) of Allaah.” 

* 

* al-Qaadee Aboo Ya`laa mentioned in „Tabaqaatul-Hanaabilah‟ (1/288), in his 

biography of Muhammad ibn Ja`far al-Qatee`ee: 

“ He said: al-Khaleel ibn Ahmad said: “Mankind have three periods of time: a time that 

has passed away from you, and will never return; and a time that you are now within, so 

see how it departs from you; and a time that you are awaiting, but perhaps you will not 

reach it.” 

*** 

[Translated by Aboo Talhah Daawood ibn Ronald Burbank]  

                                                                                                                                                                                                 
3
 i.e. the saying of the Qadariyyah that man is free to act as he wishes, independent of the Will of Allaah 

-the Most High. 
4
 In a further narration quoted by al-Haafiz al-Mizzee it is mentioned that Sulaymaan had become the 

governor of al-Ahwaaz, and that he sent for him to employ him as a tutor for his children. 


