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حيمحمن الر  بسم اهلل الر    

THE BIOGRAPHY OF SA`D IBN MU`AADH -radiyallaahu 

`anhu-  

(ABRIDGED FROM ‘SIYAR A`LAAMIN-NUBALAA·’(1/279-297) OF IMAAM ADH-

DHAHABEE -rahimahullaah) 

“SA`D IBN MU`AADH ibn an-Nu`maan ibn Umru·ul-Qays ibn Zayd ibn `Abdil-Ashhal. The 

major noble chief, the martyr. Aboo `Amr, al-Ansaaree, al-Awsee, al-Ashhalee. The one who 

fought at Badr, the one on account of whose death the Throne shook.  

- His virtues are famous, being recorded in the sources of authentic narrations, in the Seerah, and 

elsewhere. I quoted a portion of that in „Taareekhul-Islaam‟, in the year of his death. 

- Ibnul-Kalbee quoted: from `Abdul-Hameed ibn Abee `Eesaa ibn Jabr: from his father: that the 

Quraysh heard a caller upon Aboo Qubays saying: 

‘If the two Sa`ds remain safe, then Muhammad will become one in Makkah who does not fear the 

opposing of any opponent.’ 

So Aboo Sufyaan said: „Who are the two Sa`ds? The Sa`d of (the tribe of) Bakr, the Sa`d of 

Tameem?‟ So then during the night they heard the caller saying: 

‘O Sa`d! Sa`d of the Aws, be one who gives aid; and O Sa`d! Sa`d of the noble Khazrajees. 

Respond both of you to the caller to guidance, and hope in Allaah for Paradise, with the hope of 

one who knows well; 

For the reward which Allaah gives to the one who seeks the guidance is the lush gardens of 

Paradise’                                                                                                                                                  

So Aboo Sufyaan said: “It is, by Allaah, Sa`d ibn Mu`aadh and Sa`d ibn `Ubaadah.” 

- Sa`d ibn Mu`aadh accepted Islaam at the hand of Mus`ab ibn `Umayr. Ibn Ishaaq said: “When he 

accepted Islaam, he stood at the head of his people and said: „O Banoo `Abdil-Ashhal! How do 

you know my affair to be amongst you?‟ They said: „You are our chief in virtue, and the one most 

blessed in his affairs.‟ He said: „Then it is forbidden for me to speak to you: your men and your 

women, unless you believe truly in Allaah and His Messenger.‟ He said: So, by Allaah, there 

remained no man or woman in a household of Banoo `Abdil-Ashhal except that they accepted 

Islaam.” 
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- Aboo Ishaaq: from `Amr ibn Maymoon: from Ibn Mas`ood, who said: “Sa`d ibn Mu`aadh went 

off to perform `Umrah, and he lodged with Umayyah ibn Khalaf; since when Umayyah used to 

travel to Shaam, he would pass through al-Madeenah, and would lodge with him. So Umayyah 

said to him: „Wait until midnight, when the people will be inattentive, and then perform tawaaf.‟ 

So, whilst he was performing tawaaf, Aboo Jahl came to him, and said: „Who is performing tawaaf 

in a state of security?‟ He said: „I am Sa`d.‟ So he said: „Will you perform tawaaf in a state of 

security when you have given shelter to Muhammad and his companions?!‟ He said: „Yes.‟ So 

they started disputing. So Umayyah said: „Do not raise your voice over that of Abul-Hakam
1
, for 

he is the chief of the people of the valley.‟ So Sa`d said: „By Allaah, if you prevent me [from 

tawaaf] I shall cut off your trade with Shaam.‟ So Umayyah was saying: „Do not raise your voice!‟ 

So he became angry, and said: „Leave me alone, for I heard Muhammad   say that he will kill 

you.‟ He said: „Me?!‟ He said: „Yes.‟ He said: „By Allaah! Muhammad does not lie.‟ So he almost 

soiled himself
2
, and he went back to his wife, and said: „Do you know what my brother from 

Yathrib said to me? He claimed that he heard Muhammad say that he will kill me.‟ She said: „By 

Allaah, Muhammad does not lie.‟ So when they went out to Badr, his wife said: „Have you not 

rememered what your brother of Yathrib said to you?‟ So he did want want to go out, but Aboo 

Jahl said to him: „You are one of the nobles from the people of the valley, so merely travel along 

with us for a day or two.‟ So he travelled with them, and Allaah killed him.”
3
 

- Ibn Shihaab said: “And Sa`d ibn Mu`aadh was present at Badr, and he was struck by an arrow on 

the Day of the Trench; so he lived for a month, and then his wound burst open, and he died.” 

- Ibn Ishaaq: Aboo Laylaa `Abdullaah ibn Sahl narrated to me that `Aa·ishah was within the fort of 

Banoo Haarithah on the Day of the Trench, and the mother of Sa`d was with her. So Sa`d passed 

by wearing a short coat of chain mail which left the whole of his forearm exposed. He was carrying 

a spear, and he was marching along with it, and saying: 

‘Wait a little while, let Haml witness the battle; 

There is no harm in death when its appointed time has come’, 

referring to Haml ibn Badr. So his mother said to him: „O my son! You are late.‟ So I said to her: 

„O mother of Sa`d! I wish that the chain mail coat of Sa`d were broader than it is.‟ So then Sa`d 

was struck by an arrow which severed the medial vein of his arm. It was fired by Ibnul-`Ariqah, 

and when he hit him with it he said: „Take it from me, and I am Ibnul-`Ariqah.‟ So he replied: 

                                                           
1
 i.e. Aboo Jahl. 

 
2
 [yuhdith]..i.e. something almost came out from him on account of the severity of his alarm; and this is the (wording 

of the) narration of al-Bayhaqee. As for the narration of al-Bukhaaree, then it is: „By Allaah, Muhammad does not lie 

when he speaks (haddatha).‟ al-Haafiz [Ibn Hajr] considered the narration of al-Bayhaqee to be a misreading. 

[Footnote of Shu`ayb al-Arnawoot.] 

 
3
 Reported by Ahmad (1/400), and by al-Bukhaaree (no.3632). .., and it occurs in the „Saheeh‟ [of al-Bukhaaree] 

(no.3950). [al-Arnawoot] 
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„May Allaah  cause your face to sweat (`arraqa) in the Fire. O Allaah! If You have left any 

fighting with the Quraysh, then cause me to remain for it; since there are no people more beloved 

to me that I should fight against them for Your sake than a people who have harmed Your Prophet, 

denied him, and expelled him. O Allaah! If you have put an end to the fighting between us and 

them, then make it martyrdom for me; and do not cause me to die until you give my eyes 

satisfaction regarding Banoo Qurayzah.”
4
 

- Hishaam: from his father: from `Aa·ishah who said: “A man of the Quraysh called Hibbaan ibn 

al-`Arafah fired the arrow at Sa`d, and hit him in the medail vein. So Allaah‟s Messenger  had a 

tent set up for him in the mosque, so that he would be close enough for him to pay him sick visits. 

She said: However his wound closed up. She said: So Sa`d made supplication, and said:‟O Allaah! 

If You have put an end to the fighting between us and them, then cause it to burst open, and cause 

me to die as a result of it.‟So it burst open in his chest, and nothing alerted them to it except a 

stream of blood.‟ So they said: „O people of the tent! What is this?‟ So they found that his wound 

was bleeding freely, and he died from it.” Agreed upon, with a longer wording than this.
5
 

 

*** 

[Translated by Aboo Talhah Daawood ibn Ronald Burbank-rahimahullaah-]  

                                                           
4
 Its narrators are reliable. It occurs in „Seerah Ibn Hishaam‟ (2/226); and it was reported by Ahmad (6/141) by way 

of Yazeed: from Muhammad ibn `Amr: from his father: from his grandfather `Alqamah ibn Waqqaas..., with its like, 

with longer wording than what occurs here; and this chain is „hasan‟ as a witness. [al-Arnawoot] 

 
5
 Reported by Muslim (no.1769/67)..., and by al-Bukhaaree (nos.463,3901,4117, & 4122)... [al-Arnawoot]. 

 


