
                      www.alitisaambissunnah.wordpress.com 

1 
 

WHOEVER ESTABLISHES A FINE SUNNAH IN ISLAAM 

<<Whoever establishes a fine precedent (sunnah) in Islaam, then for him shall be its 

reward and the reward of those who act upon it after him, without anything being 

reduced from their rewards; and whoever establishes an evil precedent in Islaam, 

then upon him shall be its sin and the sin of those who act upon it after him, without 

anything being reduced from their sin. >> 

 

 Reported by Muslim (no.1017) as a hadeeth of Jareer. 

 

The wording of the hadeeth is: “We were with Allaah‟s Messenger  at the start of the 

day, when some people came to him who were barefoot, poorly clothed, using striped 

woollen cloaks as shirts, with their swords hanging from their necks. Most of them were 

from (the tribe of) Mudar; indeed all of them were from Mudar. So the expression of 

Allaah‟s Messenger  changed when he saw their state of poverty. So he entered his 

house, then he came out again. Then he commanded Bilaal to give the adhaan and to give 

the iqaamah. So he prayed, and then he gave an address and said: 

 
[Sooratun-Nisaa· 4):1] 

[[Meaning: O you who believe! Fear and be dutiful to your Lord Who created you from a 

single soul.]]- 

to the end of the Aayah:  
 

 [[Meaning: Allaah is always a Watcher over you.]]; 

 and the Aayah which occurs in „al-Hashr‟:  

 
[Sooratul-Hashr (59):18] 

[[Meaning: Fear and be dutiful to Allaah, and let each soul look to what it has put forward 

for tomorrow; and fear and be dutiful to Allaah.]] 

 

So men started giving deenars, dirhams, garments, saa`s of wheat, saa`s of dates (until he 

said:) << Even if it be with half a date. >> He said: So a man of the Ansaar brought a 

basket of dates, which was almost too large for him to lift. He said: In fact, he could not 

lift it. He said: Then the people followed in succession, until I saw two heaps of food and 

clothing, and the face of Allaah‟s Messenger  was glistening with joy, as if it was 

overlaid with gold. So Allaah‟s Messenger  said: 

 

<< Whoever establishes a fine precedent (sunnah) in Islaam, then for him shall be its 

reward and the reward of those who act upon it after him, without anything being 

reduced from their rewards; and whoever establishes an evil precedent in Islaam, 
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then upon him shall be its sin and the sin of those who act upon it after him, without 

anything being reduced from their sin. >> 

 

Shaikh Muhammad Naasirudeen al-Albaanee -rahimahullaah- said in „Mukhtasar Saheeh 

Muslim‟ (p.145):  

 

“Meaning that he opens up a way which leads the Muslims to performing a fine Sunnah 

(Sunnah hasanah) which is part of the Religion. This is the correct meaning that is 

necessitated by the language and the context of the hadeeth. 

As for explaining it to mean „Whoever introduces a good innovation in Islaam‟, as is 

common amongst the later people, and then using that to restrict his  saying: <<And 

every innovation is in the Fire >>, then this is from the most repugnant of meanings 

which have been attributed to the Prophet . Since all that the man of the Ansaar in this 

hadeeth did was to initiate giving in charity, and this was something already legislated 

previously in a text which was recited by the Messenger  in the same incident. So where 

is the innovation in the practice of the man of the Ansaar, such that it could be said that he 

had performed „a good innovation‟, and such that  the hadeeth could then be taken to have 

this meaning?!” 

*** 

[Translated by Aboo Talhah Daawood ibn Ronald Burbank] 


